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tribes, who were impatient of the foreign yoke, and would
rally round him at his summons. But in the first instance
he must only deal with the savage populations of Ghoond-
wana.
These barbarous Bheels, nomad Konds, and Ghoonds,
as little civilized as the natives of the Pacific isles, the Nana
found all ready to rise and follow where he would Al-
though he prudently only made himself known to two or
three powerful chiefs, that was sufficient to prove to him
that his name alone would attract millions of natives from
the central plateau of Hindoostan.
When the two brothers met again in their pil, they com-
pared notes of all that they had seen, heard, and done.
Their companions then joined them, bringing from all parts
word that the spirit of revolt was blowing like a tempest
through the Nerbudda valley. The Ghoonds only longed
to be allowed to yell the u kisri," or war-cry of the hillmen,
and hurl themselves like a cataract on the military canton-
ments of the residency.
The time for that had not yet come.
It was in truth not enough that in the province lying
between the Sautpooras and Vindhyas alone the spirit
of revolt should be smouldering. That the fire might
gradually gain on the country, it was necessary to cany the
combustible elements into the neighbouring states, which
were more directly under English authority.